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Meeting of the BANSTEAD COMMONS CONSULTATIVE GROUP held on 
Tuesday 14th October  2025 7.30pm – 9pm
at
Banstead Community Centre (SM7 2BQ)
_________________________________________________________

M I N U T E S
	
	Item 


	

	1. 
	Apologies for absence 
Ian Mockford

Graham Cotten
Jane Davies
Thomas Carmona (TC), Reigate and Banstead Borough Council
	DH

	2.
	Welcome and introductions
Attendees:

David Hatcher, Chair (DH)

Miriam Maxim, Commoner (MM)  

Karl Tarratt, Ornithologist (KT)

John Peacock, Banstead Commons (JP)

Jonathan Cooper, Cycling (JC)

Alan Matthews, Wildlife Monitor (AM)

Peter Taylor-Medhurst, Visitor - Banstead Downs (PTM) 

John Darter, Banstead Heath (JD)

Lucy Shea, Clerk and General Manager (LS) 

Lisa Traynor, Office Manager (LT)
Gina Kitchener, Equestrian (GK)
Lisa and Gina met for the first time

	DH

	3.
	Minutes of the last BCC Quarterly Meeting (July 2025)

No comments / queries received.

	DH

	4. 
	Discussions from around the table
DH - Thanks to John Darter for coming out to help with the cherry laurel removal – we couldn’t have done it without you! LS and JD think we can get this dealt with this winter due to superb work by the volunteers and collaboration with staff.
A new fungus (Agrocybe rivulose) has been identified that grows on woodchip and it particularly likes CL woodchip. 

Congratulation to Lisa who has passed her 6 month probation and is now insured to drive BCC’s work vehicles!

Joint action meeting to address off-road bikes on Banstead Downs – very well attended and relationships with police and residents are much improved. DH and LS went to another meeting where it was reported that police were able to seize 2 bikes and destroy them which drastically reduced the prevalence of the issue. We are still waiting for the law to be introduced to allow for the bikes to be immediately seized. 

2 boys caught in sheep pen on BD worrying the sheep. Sean the grazier was able to take photographic evidence, and the school has been very helpful in supporting us.

1 sheep in the pen on the north side of Park Downs went missing. The goats on Park Downs have been a great success. 
Heron rescue on Burgh Heath – Resident M. O Brien was able to initiate a rescue operation, and it is pleasing to see that community action can have positive outcomes.

LS - Green waste being dumped on the commons is a big issue at the moment. If we write to a neighbour, we find we receive a positive response. 
With our winter work programme we have planned tasks for our staff team within the same areas that the volunteers are working so that the work complements each other. 

We are at Mogador this month working in Heather Corner and next month at Banstead downs to support the Small Blue conservation and then back to Banstead Heath for glade management. 

AM - Ride management of the brambles by section 7 of the butterfly transect needs cutting back. LS to action.
JD – are new glades being created or just maintaining them? Gary our keeper would like to make a new glade to the east of WHGC so if we can get round to it, we would like to do this. 
LS - Vegetation has been cleared at our old depot on Burgh Heath. There are great crested newts here. The next steps will be to get a company to come in to demolish the buildings. 

JD – footpath by WHGC is being pushed up onto their land due to overgrown vegetation – near the Dorking road end. DH - Boundary should be 12 feet to the side of the coal tax post. It could be worth running the tractor along here to cut back some of the vegetation. LS to review / action
MM – there appears to be some misinformation about the parking at The Sportsman and a belief is circulating that it is the BCC who are receiving funds from car parking charges. 
LS - We have nothing to do with the parking, and we don’t own this land. We are meeting with representatives from The Sportsman this week. 
Rubbish appears regularly on Mill Road. 

JC – tried to capture images of adders but without any luck so far. Sunny days at this time of year should be a good time so will persevere. LS recently had a conversation on the Commons with an ecologist – LS will connect JC with him.

PTM – As a resident there has been a noticeable reduction in the presence of bikes on the Downs. Many residents/dog walkers have written individual letters to the Police and MP’s and have all had replies. It was pleasing that Luke Taylor MP turned up to our residents meeting. 

Food has been left on a path by the exit to Sutton Lane – we have put some notices up and a few residents have taken food away. We are hopeful that by being persistent and vigilant we can tackle this. 

KT – the barn owl box at Mogador hasn’t had any occupants so we are going to move it. I was able to capture some fantastic photographs of Stonechats on Millfield. 

AM – Irene is compiling the report for the Butterfly Transect on Banstead Heath. It is the highest number we’ve had at BH (which has only been going for 3 years but still pleasing). Butterflies hibernated early because of the dry weather but the season went on for a long time. Small blues were in good number on BD and a few chalkhill blues near Cuddington meadows. We would like to put a summary of this year’s report on our website. Action AM/MM to email Lisa
JP - A good year for Chalkhill Blue and small copper on Park Downs.

2 young children on horses on BD near the prison. When asked, they were unsure of where they could/couldn’t ride.
Action: LT/LS – create a map with just the bridleways/permissive rides and share with stables nearest BD. Also email GK who will disseminate any information amongst her contacts.

LT - Raven housing trust have plans to redevelop the Preston housing estate near Burgh Heath. LT will share booklet for information.
There are public consultation events on Thursday 16 and Saturday 18 October 2025, and an online webinar on Wednesday 22 October 2025. More details are in the booklet.

I am in contact with prison to arrange an in-person meeting with someone from the premises team regarding green waste fly-tipping and cigarette butts being dumped on BD.

We have a forthcoming project (in collaboration with the Mary Frances Trust) to provide 4 practical land management activities at Burgh Heath where we will be removing Cherry Laurel. We were able to secure some funding to help us deliver this project which aims to engage with and support our local community.

	DH

	5.
	Any other business

David is leading 2 guided walks and we would be very pleased to see you there:

Fungi Foray on Banstead Heath on Wednesday 22nd October 
10am until 12.30pm 

Winter Bird Walk on Park Downs on Wednesday 12th November 

10am until 12pm. 

Action – LT to email details to all BCCG members
LT - Thank you to PTM for assistance with the production of our notices. We aim to display them at the sites of our work parties to better inform passers-by of the work we are doing.
LS – noted our Annual Report had been viewed 820 times.  Special thanks to PTM for working with us to produce such an important resource.
	DH
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